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Porsche Parade; the Hottest Event in the South 
What follows are conributions from veteran and 

newer SMT members about their experience at the 

2011 Porsche Parade in Savannah, Ga.  By all ac-

counts, the only down side was the warm(?) 

weather.  Ed.  

PORSCHE PARADE PERSPECTIVE  

By  

VIC ROLA  

 

Carol and I started talking about the 2011 Porsche 

Parade in Savannah, on the way home from the 

Chicago (St. Charles) Parade, last year.  Little did 

we know then, that her vacation 

was going to be cancelled (work 

issues), and that I was on my 

ownéalong with 749 other Por-

sches, including a sizeable contin-

gent from the Smoky Mountain 

region.  

The Savannah Parade is already 

heralded as being one of the most 

memorable.  Several reasonséthe 

site, the hotel itself, the turnout, the additional 

non -competitive events, the on -site events, and of 

course the hot weather.  

Letôs do one at a timeéthe site éIf you have 

never been to Savannah, or itôs 

been a while since youôve been, 

you owe yourself a favor and take 

it in.  The citysô waterfront is remi-

niscent of New Orleans, with res-

taurants, bars and shops.  Away 

from the river the next blocks are 

full of period style homes, that are just phenome-

nal to see.  

The turnout éApproximately 750 cars turned out 

for the event.  Over 115 cars were judged in con-

cours.  130 + cars ran the TSD Rallye.  

125+ cars ran the Gimmick Rallye.  The 

autocross took two days of running to 

get all the classes in, totaling close to 

200 drivers.  

Additional non - competitive events é

four drive outs, including two to Hilton 

Head, and Jekyll Island.  Two separate 

What Did Newer Members  

Think about The 2011 Porsche  
Parade?  

 

Bob & Cathy Hutchins:  Bob and Cathy both en-

joyed Parade a great deal; the really nice cars; 

and they really liked Savannah.  Bob also had a 

serious tire issue that ended very well.  It seems 

he noticed some exremely and very unevenly 

worn  tires while at Parade.  It was decided they 

would have to be replaced before driving very 

much more.  He got in touch with a very helpful 

Brigestone rep who drove him to the Tire 

Rack warehouse 20 miles away.  The picked 

up 4 new tires and the rep had the Bridge-

stone people at Parade install them on site.  

Problem solved.  

 

Rick & Janis Berry:  Both report that they 

really enjoyed the event; the cars, the city.  

It was Porsche overload.  They  cannot wait 

for 2012 Parade in Salt Lake City.  

 

Frank & P.J. Prout also enjoyed; Frank took a lot 

of pictures.  Maybe we can get him to put a link to 

them on our website.  

 

Bob & Sue Southerland enjoyed their time 

in Savannah; Bob really enjoys Concours 

and Autocross so he was in his element.  

 

  

2012 Spring Thing Dates Set  

 
Mark your calendars for Spring Thing 2012.  Dates 

for this annual event will be April 27,28, and 29.   

                  The event is planned for Townsend,                            

  TN, the quiet side of the Smokies.  
                Please make plans to attend.  The  

      Host hotel will be announced soon.  

   See you in 2012.  

   Ed.  
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Advertising Rates  
Yearly Rates for Printed & Electronic News-

letter Issues & Website  

Banner Ad  

Business Card  $ 75.00  2ò X 3 1/2ò     

1/8 Page:   $ 150.00  3 5/8ò x 2 3/8ò 

Quarter Page  $ 200.00  3 5/8ò X 4 7/8ò 

Half Page  $ 250.00  7 1/2ò X 4 7/8ò 

  

Banner Ad linking to Your Website:  $ 50 / year.  

  

From The President 2011 Officers 
 

President  
Nick Imperato   

865-776-8097   

imperatotn@aol.com  

Vice President   

Janis Berry   

865-679-6348   

janisberry@frontiernet.net  

Secretary   

Vic Rola   

865-207-4303   

vicrola@hughes.net  

Treasurer   

Jonathan Foulds   

865-385-7297   

jonathanfoulds@yahoo.com 

Past President   

Jeff Russell  

865-712-6253   

jeruss1@aol.com  

Board Members   
Jim Marsh    

865-356-9107   

blue930@comcast.net  

Suzan Bowman   

865-579-9001   

suzanbowman@gmail.com 

rmp964@comcast.net 

Bob Hutchins  

865-690-4811   

hutchib@knology.net   

Appointed Chairpersons 

    

Autocross  
    

Jonathan Foulds   

865-385-7297   

jonathanfoulds@yahoo.com

   

Webmaster  
Greg DeBord   

865-537-1440   

greg@debordsystems.com 

Membership  
Suzan Bowman  

865-579-9001 

rmp964@comcast.net  

Safety/Technical 

Open 

 

Goodie Store  
Tim Carpenter 

865-983-6555 

carten@msn.com 

Spring Thing 

Jeff Russell 

865-712-6253 

.jeruss1@aol.com 

Newsletter 

Jim Marsh 

865-356-9107 

blue930@comcast.net 

Awards 

Vic Rola 

865-207-4303 

vicrola@hughes.net 

Social Events 

Cathy Hutchins 865-690-4811 

Mary Nell Bieler 865-980-9181 

Pano Correspondent 

Open 

 

Historian 

Warren Sylvester 

865-470-8238 

Publicity  

Open 

Upcoming Events 

Sept 13: Monthly Meet-

ing/Dinner: Sullivans -

Maryville.  

Sept. 17: One day 

drive out  

October 15: Autocross; 

Splash Country Lot, 

Pigeon Forge  

November 12, 13: Fall 

Fest  

 

 Well I have been President of the Smokey 

Mountain Region for eight months now and I have 

enjoyed my time in the office.  This is not a new job 

for me in that I have been a member of PCA for 42 

years.  I was president of Reisentoter Region in 1976 

and on the executive board there for over 10 

years.  There is always something to do in this 

club.  If you want to know who it is that makes it 

happen-  Just read down the list of officers in this 

newsletter.  Many of the people on that list have been 

serving the membership of this club for many years, 

and thankfully they do it again and again.  They all 

have my thanks. 

 Fall is upon us and we are changing our 

Autocross program to be a "Porsche only" pro-

gram.  Yess that's right - no more SCCA off 

brands.  This will be much more fun than watching a 

few tricked up  Chevy impala's slide around the 

track.  It's a great idea but it only works if we get 

enough of our club cars out to the track.  We have 

one of the best sprint sites at Dolly's Splash country 

and at Pellissippi State College.  We need 20+ cars to 

pay for the venue and make it worth the Sponsors 

Time and money. So Please come out and participate 

for the good of all. 

 There are all kinds of things going on in  the 

region this Fall.  I could list them but all you have to 

do is read the Calendar See what ones you like and 

put them on YOUR calendar.  One true statement has 

always been, " The more the merrier"  You have a 

choice of races to view or to participate, drive outs to 

see the great roads and discover great places to 

eat.  We also have some social nights coming up and 

if some one asks us nicely Pat and I WILL9ll repeat 

our Great Italian Dinner!!! 

See you soon,  Nick Imperato 

PS - My Award winning (1st Place in Class Spring 

Thing 2011) 1989 911 Carera Cab is For Sale Call 

me for a Chance to own this beauty. 

Smoke Signals is published monthly by the 

Smoky Mountain Region of the Porsche Club of 

America  

(PCA). Opinions expressed in Smoke Signals are 

those of the contributor(s), and do not necessarily  

reflect the opinions of the Smoky Mountain Region 

officials, directors, or members, or those of the  

PCA. We reserve the right to edit all material as 

may be necessary.  

Comments, suggestions, articles, and photos are 

welcome . 
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Exploring Register Groups  

By Tommy Wilson  
A couple years ago while attending the P2O event 

in Oxford, Ohio, I met Bob Purgason and his wife. 

It turns out Bob is the Advocate for the Boxster 

Registry for PCA. Let me tell you the man loves his 

Boxster and wants everyone who owns one to en-

joy the car as much as he does his. He got me to 

register my 2000 Boxster. That has been even 

more helpful than the actual membership in PCA -

-  yea, it comes with the PCA membership.  

 You can spend some time looking through 

the site for the Register Groups. They are found 

under the drop down menu "Regions." It is the 

last item on the menu. Once you open that you 

can register your car under your name or your 

web name. Right now, I only counted six of the 

Smoky Mountain Region's Boxster owners. They 

are a bit hard to find because of the names we all 

select. Mine is "PCASNAKE" ---  don't ask.  

 Anyhow, there are eighteen different Reg-

ister Groups on the site and they cover about 

every Porsche since the first 356 rolled on these 

shores. (I do not see the Panamera just yet) The 
individual register groups offer everything   

SMOKY MOUNTAIN REGION CALENDAR 

DATE: TITLE: VENUE: CITY: REGION: 

9/2/2011 Rennfest N. Georgia   Peachstate 

9/13/2011 
Monthly Meeting/

Dinner Sullivan's Maryville Smoky Mountain 

9/17/2011 Fall Drive Out (1 Day) E. TN   Smoky Mountain 

10/11/2011 
Monthly Meeting/

Dinner E. TN   Smoky Mountain 

10/15/2011 Autocross Splash Country Pigeon Forge, TN Smoky Mountain 

10/19/2011 
Date Apx. 

2012 Planning Meet-
ing 

Latitude's Restaurant      
Market Square  Knoxville 

Smoky Mountain   VERY IM-
PORTANT 

11/12/2011 
Fall Fest Tour & Din-

ner E. TN   Smoky Mountain 

11/13/2011 Fall Fest Autocross Splash Country Pigeon Forge, TN Smoky Mountain 

11/15/2011 
Monthly Meeting/

Dinner E. TN   Smoky Mountain 

12/13/2011 
Monthly Meeting/

Dinner E. TN   Smoky Mountain 

12/17/2011  
Tentative 

Annual Christmas 
Party TBD TBD Smoky Mountain 

from plain conversation about events on the cal-

endar to technical data on your Porsche. I have 

just learned how to take care of the curb rash on 

wheels from one of the Boxster folks with experi-

ence doing it himself. There is more discussion 

about tires and tire pressure for street and for 

autocross. It goes on and on.  

 Check out the Register Group for your Por-

sche. It is fun and can save you a lot of time and 

money as well.  

Editorôs Notes 
 

 Well, itôs good to be back with the newslet-

ter.  It allows me to really keep up on whatôs go-

ing on in the region.  Many thanks to all those who 

contributed to this edition; Vic Rola, Mike Parker, 

Frank Prout, Tommy Wilson, Clyde Peery, and the 

entire club for your thoughts.  Please let me know 

if there is something you would like to see in 

Somke Signals.  

 It is my plan to put a bit of a new face on 

the newsletter in the coming months.  Please let 

any potential advertisors know about Smoke Sig-

nals.  Thanks.                      Jim  
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